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Kretek International, Inc. Now Exclusive Importer of Gawith Hoggarth Pipe
Tobacco Products
Kretek’s specialized subsidiaries to be utilized for expanding reach of the historic premium pipe
tobacco brand.
[February 2019] Effective immediately, Kretek International, Inc., the United States’ largest importer,
marketer, and distributor of specialty tobacco products, is pleased to announce their new role with the
legendary Gawith Hoggarth brands. Established in Kendal, England, in the mid-1800s, Gawith Hoggarth
has a longstanding tradition of excellence within the pipe tobacco industry, offering a line of products
that are highly sought-after by both tobacconists and consumers. Kretek International, Inc. already
imports and distributes its related brand, Samuel Gawith, and aims to increase the reach and
accessibility of Gawith Hoggarth through the well-established sales channels of their subsidiaries.
Gawith Hoggarth has maintained their top-shelf
foothold in the tobacco business for almost two
centuries with the time-honored techniques of
pressing and twisting tobaccos to bring out
their robust flavors. They are especially known
for creating small-batch tobacco blends that
carry unique, old-fashioned essences, like
licorice, geranium, and rose.
Kretek International, Inc. will be utilizing the
sales forces of Ventura Cigar Company and
Phillips & King to distribute about 30 tobacco
blends from Gawith Hoggarth. The Ventura
Cigar Company sales team will focus their
efforts on the premium tobacconist channel,
and the Phillips & King sales team will offer the
products to smoke shops and other pipe
retailers.

The Gawith Hoggarth products join 4th Generation, Comoy’s of London, and Samuel Gawith as another
high-quality pipe tobacco offering in the Ventura Cigar Company and Phillips & King portfolios.
“Gawith Hoggarth is a natural fit for Kretek,” says Erik Stokkebye, Brand Manager at Kretek of pipes and
pipe tobacco. “As a fourth-generation master crafter at 4th Generation, I know a thing or two about pipe
tobacco. Gawith Hoggarth is a brand my family has long-admired for its traditions and its quality. It has
the values of a Kretek product, and using its distribution arm will only strengthen the brand even
further. I’m very pleased to welcome them to the Kretek family.”
“We’ve been going through a lot of changes at
Ventura Cigar,” says Michael Giannini, General
Manager at Ventura Cigar Company. “As a
newly-formed standalone subsidiary of Kretek,
we’ve been building a sales team that is hyperfocused on reaching and growing the
tobacconist channel. Gawith Hoggarth has a
long history of performance for retailers and is
a top draw for consumers. It’s a brand that we
are proud to present to our retail customers.”
Ventura Cigar Company plans to begin shipping the Gawith Hoggarth products in late spring/early
summer 2019. For more information about Gawith Hoggarth, please visit venturacigar.com.

###

About Kretek International, Inc
Kretek International Canada was founded in 2000, as a branch of Kretek International, Inc, which is the
United States’ number one importer, marketer, and distributor of specialty tobacco products to
convenience, mass, and national retailers. For over 30 years, Kretek has enjoyed a strong reputation for
providing exceptional customer relationships and top quality goods. Kretek International Canada has
followed in the path of its parent company, offering the same outstanding service and specialty tobacco
products to the Canadian market.
About Ventura Cigar Company
Ventura Cigar Company (VCC) is a unique cigar brand born in sunny Southern California that is on a
mission to create memorable, complex cigar blends that excite the senses and reward discriminating
palates. Their flagship Archetype, Case Study, Project805, and PSyKo SEVEN brands offer multiple
award-winning blends that earned 90+ ratings in Cigar Aficionado, Cigar & Spirits, and Cigar Snob. And
Archetype’s Axis Mundi won #13 Cigar of the Year for 2017 from Cigar Aficionado. Ventura Cigar
Company also distributes the 4th Generation and Comoy’s of London line of pipe tobacco products,
extending its reach and tradition of offering top-quality tobacconist products. Pipes and blends under
these brands are cultivated through generations of craftsmanship, making them longtime favorites of
pipe tobacco enthusiasts.

About Phillips & King International
Phillips & King International, a division of Kretek International Inc., is the leading distributor of premium
cigars, specialty tobacco, vapor, and alternative smoking products and accessories in the United States.
Since 1906, the family-owned company has built a strong reputation by focusing on independent brickand-mortar shops, priding itself on offering top products and the best service to their customers. Their
highly experienced sales staff works with thousands of shops in all 50 states, US Virgin Islands, Guam,
Puerto Rico, and globally to US military bases. The company distributes over 21,000 SKUs, warehoused
in a 150,000 sq. ft. semi-automated facility. In addition, they have a portfolio of proprietary brands
including Ventura Cigars, Ventura Vapor, Greenhouse, EZ Cig, FasFil, and more. Phillips & King also
distributes the Price Kutter, a monthly buying guide that outlines best-selling products, deals, and
information for the tobacco and tobacco-related industry. For more information, please visit
phillipsandking.com.

